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Reshaping Teacher Education for 21° century skills

- Dr.Kaushal.Yadav

Education is a continuous process of learning. It is very natural that for the growth
of a society and nation, changes in education field have to be incorporated from time to
time. With the ushering in of LPG (liberalization, privatization, globalization) we cannot
stick to age old obsolete methodologies and out-dated system of functioning of institutes
also has to be thought. This brings to the fact that reforms have to take place in complete
infrastructure. Here word infrastructure does not mean only physical but intellectual and
emotional infrastructure also demands change. Reforms have to take place for improvement,
embellishment, enlightenment and make us more competent, to be at par with others in the
race of modern changing educational scenario. Teacher education, after all is a dependent
sub system of the total education system. Teacher education is the base of any education
system and so pressure on teacher education is increasing day by day with the new demands
arising out of the on-going developments in school education.

A basic need where teacher education needs to reshape itself in the direction of 21*
century is development of soft skills among stakeholders of an institute.

SOFT SKILLS

From decades employers as well as educators are frequently complaining about a
lack in soft skills among graduates from tertiary education institutes. A recent outcry in
this regard came from NAAC newsletter (2010) that almost all stakeholders of majority
tertiary educational institutes lack in soft skills. Predominantly missed are communication
skills in the list of missing soft skills. Soft skills terminology is used in a wider sense, so to
define it is very difficult. Perception of soft skill defers from context to context and from
area to area. The online encyclopedia “wilkipaedia” gives a broad definition of soft skills.
“Soft skills refer to the cluster of personality traits, social graces, facility with language,
personal habits, friendliness, and optimism that mark people to varying degrees. Soft skills
complement hard skills, which are the technical requirements of a job.” (Wikipedia, 2007)
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Soft skill has an endless list such as communication skill, leadership, teamwork
capability, critical and structured thinking, time management, self management, creativity,
body language, etc.

Three main soft skills which are prerequisite in education sector and on which

teacher education has to pay attention and take action to cope up with the challenges raised
in 21% century are communication skill, structured and critical thinking and creativity.

COMMUNICATION SKILL

Communication skills are not only necessary for a person’s profession but even

more contributes to one’s so called social competence, a fact which applies to many other
soft skills also. Good social skills are reflected at workplace and hence recursively further

in the career. Communication skill includes mainly-

® Delegating skills

® [istening skills

® Presentation skill

® Body language
Furthermore adequate communicati
like moderating discussion, conflict management, leadership,

on skill are prerequisite for a range of other soft skills
teamwork capability, etiquette,

trouble shooting etc.

CRITICAL AND STRUCTURED THINKING

This pair of soft skills is frequently lacking in tertiary education. Both go hand in
hand with problem solving abilities. Especially in today’s information society it is of high
importance to critically filter the endless stream of incoming data, analyze it, and make
informed decisions based on it.

Analytical skills also form the base for developing solutions to any kind of problem. And
also in this case the soft skills are of equal usefulness in a person’s professional and private

life.
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This skill is often misinterpreted as being only useful for artists, so one finds it
unusual to use it for a teacher in education sector. As a skill it means “thinking out of the
box”, which means that given conventional rules and restrictions are left aside in order to
find innovative approaches to problem solving. Brainstorming and mind mapping are
well known applications of creativity in the business world.

Describing these basic soft skills in bricf, question arises that how much effort do
educational institute put or rather how many of them are prepared to put efforts in measuring
and developing these skills among stakeholders? The answer will be very disturbing.

SUGGESTED EFFORTS TO ENHANCE SOFT SKILLS:

o Raise awareness about importance of soft skills among all stakeholders of
educational institute, which covers management, principals, academic and
administrative staff, students, parents etc.

° Periodic sessions of formal training of soft skills should be organized as per the
work nature. i
o “Self-training” plays an important role in development of soft skills. It is based on

books. So sessions of book reading which broadens the horizons should be framed.
As change in personal trait often requires long term practice and therefore self
training proves to be more useful in the development of soft skill.

o Formal training and self training should be used as supplementary to each other.

o Change in teaching methodology plays very important role in the enhancement of
soft skill.

. Variety of programs and events organized in the institute serves as a platform to
imbibe soft skill.

. Content of lecture should be considered as a vehicle to teach soft skill.

' Incorporation of soft skill subject into formal curriculum can be a big help.

- Assistant Professor, A.G.Teachers College
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Children Learn what THEY LIVE
- Deepa B. Panchal

If a child lives with CRITICISM

he learn to CONDEMN,
If a child lives with RIDICULE

he learns to SHY,
If a child lives with SHAME

. he learns to feel GUILTY,
/.,/s If a child lives with TOLERANCE
’/J‘ he learns to the PATIENT,
If a child lives with ENCOURAGEMENT
he learns to the CONFIDENT,
If a child lives with PRAISE

he learns to APPRECIATE,
If a child lives with FAIRNESS

he learns JUSTICE,
dl S&9... If a child lives with SECURITY
- 4521 NYY? he learns to have FAITH,
» If a child lives with APPROVAL
2.2, 811 vl 2udld dl A, he learns to like HIMSELF,
@ds 2 R’ « e dl 583, If a child lives with ACCEPTANCE and
FRIENDSHIP
2.2, 0240 DA 2 dl %, he learns to find love in the world.

QUE A AL A 2] Y dl 589,

2,2, 821 adUmi ¢l dl A,
(Qenzdl 4’ L 1l dl 8%,

2.2 A4l dg2uA ugfni A dl A,
‘GeLAR AL ARAR’ A A dl $8%.

2.9, 21 3%+l wal Riawa Andl dl 4,
‘@9 @adil 01 oslal 4 AL dl 8%,

2.2, uRaR- 2ullale And) dl A,
‘99, 2oedll AASAIA’ AL A dl 58,
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Butterflies
- Sweta B. Saha

Butterflies, butterflies, butterflies,
you all make lovely flies
But I love you r wings,
which are sometimes hidden by trigs
you are so beautiful,
And are also very colourful.
you just love spring nectar
At each and every sector.
Your wings are so small
And light like a tennis ball,
Butterflies, butterflies, butterflies,
You all are very nice.

THANKS

- Monaz Memgy,

[ Want to thank you Dear lord

For some very special people - | LOVE,
special people who love me

just because i am me

people who believe that

i am important |

people Who can stand with me-

as i am even when

i am sour and disagreeable

people who listen when I ooze out
My emotional burden

people Who shake me when

my spirit falls a sleep

For all those very special people.

] Want to shout and shout with ‘thanks’
Those are the people one today,
one tomorrow

who look for that part of me

who worry with me until that

part of me is free

who will love what ever is left out of me-
When the day is over.

For all those very special people

I want to sing, sing and sing with
joy and Love.
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